
IHE FERRY

1 May 1867, Frank Wood began working on the North Hector-Starkey ferry

owned by  A l f red  Goodwjn  and I ra  Fowler .  Th is  was bu i l t  by  John Goodwjn  and

was  the  f i r s t  on  the  lake  somet ime ' in  1805 .  i t  had  no  char te r  un t i l  1810 .

In ' i t s  ea r l y  days  oars  and  sa i l s  were  used  and i f  the  passengers  were  in  a

hur ry ,  they  were  prov jded w j th  oars  and se t  to  work .  A  horse  prov ided some

power  by  means o f  a  t read mj l l .  I t  took  about  60"  to  c ross  the  lake .  Every -

th ing  o r  any th ing  l vas  ca r r ied  to  make  a  load ;  20  to  B0  head  o f  ca t t l e ,  ho rses ,

wagons,  passengers ,  g ra in ,  so f t  soap e tc .

Passengers  wou ld  come over  rough roads  f rom Bath ,  Dundee,  Penn Yan,

In te r laken and Auburn  as  the  rou te  was the  main  way be tween Auburn  and Bath .

The fa re  was 25  cents  per  person.  A  horse  and wagon w i th  two passengers  were

75  cen ts .  Ca t t le  were  ca r r jed  fo r  2  sh i l l i ngs  (25C)  a  head .  A  Sunday  schoo l

par ty  go t  a  reduced ra te .  I f  a  spec ia l  t r ip  was made fo r  one passenger  the

ra te  was one b ig  s i l ver  do l la r .  0n  15  June 1867 Mr .  lnJood s ta ted  tha t  he

car r ied  208 passengers  on  h js  f i rs t  t r ip  and made $340.  fo r  the  days  work .

The da i l y  rece ip t  fo r  the  day  wou ld  usua l ly  run  f rom $20 to  $50.

0n  Fr jday  even ing  and Monday morn jng  when Starkey  Seminary  was in  i t s

in fancy ,  he  car r ted  21  s tudents  to  and f rom the  schoo l .  A t  t jmes the  boat

wou ld  be  char te red  by  gues ts  a t  the  ho te l  fo r  par t ies .

In  30  y rs  o f  serv ice .  he  never  had a  ser jous  acc ' iden t .  One t ime h is

son,  who he lped h jm on the  fe r ry ,  fe l l  overboard  bu t  l ' 1 r .  Wood rescued h jm

wj thou t  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  d j f f i cu l t y .  An  eng ine  was  la te r  p laced  jn  the  boa t

and the  t r ips  were  made in  12" .  The las t  month  i t  opera ted  jn  1897 i t  took
jn  on ly  $70 .


