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T be Lost Village Of IIoNte ton
A

f\n ttt, l l  ( i l j lMtt ' l 'Eliy, Ar.r\rosr cor\rpr-rirEr-y (;ovr,rurr) rly (;u^ss
arrrl Lrrrdelblush, lvhose r.rnbstones nrostly I ie topPlerl arrcl brokerr,
: r r r r l  a  br i t ,k  l rouse,  rv l r i r :h  has bcerr  r r rot lcr . r r izer l  {or  Preserr t  day l iv ing,
t . t la1 'are lhc s. lc 'err ra i .s  of  the lost  v i l l .ge of  l l .Petorr ,  a  thr iv i 'g
corrnrurrity rvhich {loulished over a hurrdred year.s ago alrout l4
rrri les south of Gencva, rrear l)rcsdcrr.

l ixccpt { 'r thcse [*,o larrclr 'ar.ks, t lre glory thal orrce rvas Ilope-
tou 's  has ' . rv  beerr  cor ' | lc te ly  obl i tcrater l  by the {urrorvs ' f  prosper.
ous Ia.rrrlarrds. Yet, lrut Ior the rvlrirrrsies ,f Fate, I.Iolleton today
rnight  have l ieur  a thr iv ing cor ' rnu ' i ty ,  PerhaPs thc cqual  of  Geneva.
Irrcleed, for three dr:.ades Hopeto' gave e\/ery irdication .f beco'ring
such arr industrial ( 'cr[er' - three det:adcs of Prosperity before it
begarr to decline. For perhaps another 20 or S0 years, I{opeton
coltirrued to exist, but it rvas rapidly turning into a ghost town unti l
f inally it disappearecl all together.

The exact location of f lopeton l ies about a Lalf-mile west of
rvhere lhe Geneva-watki 's lr ighway (Iloute J4) is i ' tersected by the
Perrrr Yan-l)resderr roarl. ' l 'ha[ 

is the spot picked in 1799 by Capt.
Charles \\/ i l l iarnsor, agerrt {or t lre Pulterrey Estal.es, ,n w}rich t '
build a rrerv vil lage.

I 'he Pre-Emption Line, rvhich nrns north and south just on the
$'estern outskirts of the vil lage oI I)rescle', 'rarked the easter'
boundary of the Pulterrey Estates, successors to the original phelps-
Gorlra'r purchase. 'I 'he 

rvater porver and tlre great falls of the Keuka
outlct to the rvcst wcre also irrcluded in thc lancl l iclongirrg to the
Pulteney Estates.

After he had cornpleted the laying out of Geneva, Capt. Will iam-
son lravelecl south to the ]lresden a'ea rvhere he pla'rred to establish
another vil lage. Plots and rnaps oI the vil lage of Flopeton have long
since been lost, but frorn information reconstructed from various
deeds, the conurrunity was of large proportions and it cornpared
in size with the nearby vil lages.

Will iamson gave this new settlement the name of Hopeton in
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Itorror of l lre l larl o[ [ lo'cl.orr, f.r '  * ' lrorr ' is fa['cr 'acl rv'rked as-secretary. I lorvcvcr, irr t lre 1,ears thaI IolLrrved, t l," n.ao oi.o'rrr"rr,I ry  t .e  r rar 'e  uf  l Io ,e ' r r  r r ra 'y , f  l r rc  car . ly  Nerv yor .k  i , " i " " r , , "pr ,eviderrtly arr ablx.eviation of t l," u,.igi,,nl ,,o,,,".

, J' ' : 
'erv vil lagc was survc),e,I i,1, I le,,.y plrr 'rb an. rhe firstt leed oI .cc.rrl is trat.<r Arrgust iz, lz'19, tur r-rit ' , wrrich rvas sortlto  a Gi lber t  I Ia t r rarvay. ' I ' r rcre rvas n rn.g"  prr r r l i r :  sr luar .e a.d f i .onr'eal estate r.er:,rrrls iI i-s rc'ealerl t 'e vil lrql., rvas tlrri. l<ly sct.t lctl arrdlots  l . l rougl r t  h ig l rcr  l r r i r :cs th l r r  r r rarr l ,  i r r  d . , , , " ru.

A careful surve), of these *nr,," .".u.,ls shou, tbat the vil lagesquare u'as centered orr trre l)e.rr yan lrrad, a half-rnile ru".t oJ', i,.Ge'eva'watki 's ' ierrrv;r1', a'. ' , lrere n 
"ut-n{f 

oI the latter ' ig' lvaysrvilrgs into the perur yan road.
callt '  \\/ i l l ia,rs.rr,rrad l.catctr rrrc vi,age r.r.se [u the pre-Ernptiorr

Lirre' ' I 'he 900 acrcs lyirrg belrvee' rrrc l ir ie arrd serreca Lake, wrrichirrcludecl r)lcselrt I)rcstlcrr, rvas rr.t i ,r trr" ir, l t,,,rr:y, prrrchase but wasorv 'er l  by par t ies rcs i r r i r rg i r r  r r re eastcr ,  Parr  of  t r re s tar .e urr t i l  l fJrg,Jolur Nir: 'olas, rvrro {orrrrrrctr wlritc sprirrgs r, 'arrr u"u. G",,"uo,erecte<l severar rrri l ls irr.thc Kcuka outlct g.r'ge. Artlr,ugrr t 'ese rvereoutside trre vii lage ri lr its, they 'u"." k,ru,u' as lrre Hopeton l\{i 's.They rvere su'sequertly__,*.,: .r,er by Abrahar' Dr", i;;;" 'r;;;.-c'ant, u't i l  a {ire ir t{327 tlcstr.o1."i th" L,uil, l irrg; ;;;;;,; ;,;".f inancial ruin to l)ox,
T'e only renrairrirrs . le.ror)r .f trris rrarr is irr t 'e fact that asrnall strear' to lrre rvcst is sti l l  callcd D'x (]rcck a'd t 'e ar.ea for'rany )'ears rvas k'orvrr as IJ'|eto'n{i l ls o' the railroad ,rr"i-."rr ' i ,Penn Yan along the outlet anj past the mill ruins.
It was se'eral years prior to the trestructio' of the m'ls thattwo Geneva rnen' beginrring a nearby business verrture, unknorvingrystarted the crrai. of circumsta'ces that rvas to l-rrirrg gradualoblivion to the vil lage of l lopeton.
Ilerrnan II. Bogart. G",r"uo Ilu,1,er, arrtl Sarrruel Cc,lt, a Genevanrercharrt, bought t 'c land or lrre i.t 

" 
*t,.." I]rescren now stands.

Jll is _w1s about 1820, some 2l years a{tcr l{opeton had been estab.Iished' The trvo Geneva's l ike the tnk" Io"uiion ana trrey envisionedestablishing a prosperous. lake shipping po.t. Th" v"r"ri ir"-rr."i l . l '
were hired to lay out this n_ew uiliug"" on *" lake, a 

"ill"g; 
;l;l;at f irst was called Bogartsvil le, but i,hich 

"hung"d 
its name within

I
'i'{
& r )

l l

eg,
: l . r

f';
J'.{,

b$
''e{ff
.til&

rS
ft""$
,t{
i r !
t {

I

i

I

' / ^ 1 .

- i ,



a

r'

7. ,

t , ?
F r I

roltcol,'t uN sl,otlrm r23

the ncxt t l rree years to l)resclel.
A l th .ugh l ) rcsdc 'g , t  i r s  s ta r l  abour .  l [ ]20 ,  i t  was  s t i l l  a  le rv

ycars lrcforc i t  bcgarr to thror. l . ic, so tr sPcak, thc rrearby vi l lage of
II .peto'.  I)ocks lverc bui l t  alrrrg the lakc at I)rcsden to acc'r ' rnodatc
the  lakc  s tc i l r ' c rs  a r rd  [ ,  P . rv i t l c  a  s l r ipp i .g  Po in t  fo r  [he  r rcarby
aI ea.

' I 'he. 
i '  l83i l  the Keuka-seneca Lake canal was corrstructed

betrvee' I 'eu' Yarr and l)rescle. thus errabl ing products of yates

county a.d Poirrrs larther south [o go by boat through the r:anal to
J)resclerr up Serrcr:a l . ,ake arrd ul l inratcly to t lrc l i r ie Carral.

Mil ls, rvarehouses, boatyar.ds arrd drydocks sPr.arg up at l)resderr,
arrd with this lake prosPerity, there was'olhirrg to war.ra' t  a separate
vi l lagc to the west. So, I loPct.rr,  rvhich lrad sholv. iaint signs o{
drvindl ing, slolvly and sulcl l '  f igl .ot ively sl id dolvnhi l l  into Dresclerr.
A  l i t t le  c lus te r  o f  houscs  s t i l l  re ' ra i r red  a t  I I ,1 ie r . . 'as  la le  as  1865,  bur
[he'sc, too, sor)r g.vc rvay to rvi l t l  la 'cl ,  rvl ich was purchased irr i ts
errt i lcty arrt l  thrown irrto {arnrs.

I{opetorr, as a dying conrnrunit.y in 1{}65, consisted
houses, a srnal l  hotel arrd a schoolhouse.

In 1952 I travel lecl ovcr the olt l  l lopeton terr i tory
was lelt  of the old vi l laee.

' l 'he 
I{oPel.o' ceruetery ca' be I.urrcl rvil lr.rrt arry trouble. ' l ' ir 'e-,

rvith probalrly the aid of a few hurua. harrtls he.e and there, has dealt
harshly  lv i th  th is  bu. ia l  gr 'ur rd , f  the l loPcto '  l l ior rcers.  f 'he whol t r
ccnrelery, standing orr a krroll ovcrlookirrg the gorge, is covered with
a thick grorvth of 61rass, urrderbush, snrall trecs arrd vines.

At the tirne oI my visit, lonrbstorres lvere lying on the ground,
some of them brokcn, others covered rvilh dirt, while other rnarkers
had their ide't if icatio's .or'Pier.cly obliterated. The cemetery had
been used for a lerv burials up urrti l  not so long ago.

Fartber rvest along the Penn Yan road stands a brick house, the
only marr'rnade structrrre of the oltl vi l lage nolv irr existenr:e. o'ce
the horne of l). W. I)ox ol the rvcstenr outskirts oI lfopeton, it is
rtorv occull ied by Walter Nielserr.

Not a stick nor a stone can be found along the outlet west of
Dresden to suggest a mill had ever stood on the bank. The surrender
of llopeton to Father Time, at least along the stream had been
cornplete.
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rVirugs Or
- [ , r
lVlrrMs (;(rN(JULSj. 0r,, I.JJI
gleat l.ontantic feats nf histor.y arr
,u ot . : , :o l ] I  ever ' ,one.  I t  is  only  r rarr
por t ,  N.  Y. ,  r re th i rk  of  av ia l ior r ,  /
rnade his greatest corrtributions tr_r t

I t  was orr  a day in  |91.5 l , l ro
r . l r rs lerer l  a l , rorr l  a  1, i " , , " ,  t , , r . i , ,g" , , ,
o l l  I  l a r r r r r ro r rds l ro l l .  l \ I l r r l l r s  6 [ ' exu ,
lhc test .  arrd the rurr lercur . rerr t  , r f  Ja
lry everyone.

,  
F i r ra l l y .  t l r r - ; r i l o t  s ta r . t e r l  t l r e  r r ro

l l r c  l r oa l s  l r r r l l c r l  l n i r y  f t . o rn  l l r c  c r .
batcd l r reath.  Slo iv ly  i l r "  1 ,1o, , "  l , " i l ,'w{lvcs, faster. arrd faster, unt.i l  i t n.i'I'hen 

as the rvatchers cheered, it slor
reached several hunclred feet.

As the rnen sat in the boab and ,
norlhern sky. Minutes lnt". it lo,, j.,
I l lulf Point, sonre l0 rrri lcs fronr the r
was_jubilantly torved ba:k to Ilanun

Yorr might rvell voi<;c tl,c qu"rfiun
"What l{as so wontlerlul aLout a

l )or t  to  l l lu f f  Poi r r t  in  l9 l5? I Iac l r r . r
Ki t ty  Harvk in  1903? Hadn, t  Glerrn (
1908? What then rvas so rvorrderful?,

Well, you see, this particular rrlar
sorr re t rvo years before the Wright  l , r ,
first tirne it had ever been {lowrr- l.lr
rnarr rvho had been laughed at sonrc l 3
his plane had Leen the {irst 

"opot 
i"

- For it was Samuel pierpont LangJ
who had built the plane. Shortly be
his 60's, had studied the principles of

About a rnile south <,f the vilrage there arc sorle rrearry obliter-
aled ruirrs lvhich rrriglrt be icle't if ied as the {ou'rlation of a house
o'ce belonging to a c. A. )u.ni.g. A ferv yarris farther away is an
abardoned bridge over the outlet, *,hiclr hacl orrce ,".u".1 u, u
cl'ossover for a road running so,trr fro'r I lopekrn, Nearrry, tor,
\ r 'as a s lone {orr r rat iorr  which l rar l  a l l  the earrnalks oI  l r r - - i r rs  thc
l ' . r r r 'ar r ts . I  a  nr i l l  o l  s .nrc sor t .  I lu t ,  a l l  [hese r . r r i r rs  rver .e,ot_ real ly
Ilopcton I)l 'oper, {or the1.t,er.e too far {rour the vil lage site.

J 'hat 's  the st , ry  of  l loPeto.- - - the Iast  arrd t l re  I r . iserr t .  I r r  the rer l
estate ret:ords of Yates Counl.y, dceds of recent ycars clirrg to the rr:f-
ere.ce of vil lage lot .urnbers of l l .peto' i '  the tra.sier of farnr
property  i .  that  a.ea.  I ' th is  rvay the los l  v i l lage ' f  I l rPet t i r r  sr . i l l
srrr ' ives as & nlorrlrrerrt, lhe f 'rrnrlatiorr <if *.hir:h ru". lni,I 1,1.
vil l iarrrso', arrd rvhose destructio' rvas tlue in large part to thosl
inr:apable of puttirrg irrr.o execuri.. the extcrrsiu" plo,, rvhich his
abil ity had conceived and laid out.
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