
Have you met rrr

BettY SmalleY
Smalley, of Dresden, is the Torrey tqwn historian'

On Feb.'26, she marked her 91st birthday which
turned into a week-long celebration of cards, flow-
ers and gifts from famity and friends' Active and
agile, sn6 is very busy with genealogy and histori-,
cZt research. Smattey is a widow and has several
grandchitdren and great-grandchildren'

Born: In a large house at the foot of Pulteney
Hill on Keuka L-ake, the daughter of Lewis and

Ber tha  Gou ld  F rench .  She  a t tended
Pul teney Union School ,  and then
Haverl ing High School in Bath for her
last two years of school,  and was a
member bt tne Class of 1925. To this
day,  she s t i l l  wears  her  1925 go ld
cldss ring, which her parents bought
for her.

Growing uP:  She helPed her  fa-
ther on the familY farm in PulteneY,

driving the team of farm horses and help-
ing shape-the loads of hay.or sheaves of grain
or i  the wagon.  For  fun,  she went  to  square
dances in l r iends '  homes and a t  the loca l

-Reads: The-Blble-every da-y, a piattice she
neqan as a  14-year -o ld  a f ter  a t tend ing an
evdnqelical meeting in Pulteney' "lt keeps you
; i ; ;1o  the Lord  . . .  and You never  know
il*qh. There's always some-thing to learn'"
Sn. it"nds Bible study at the Good Samaritan

Grange hal l .  A lso p layed croquet ,  dominoes
and other games.

Married: After high school, to L.L. Schuyle.r'
whom she ca l teO St<yt<e.  They eventual ly
moved to Penn Yan and both were employed
for many years at Michael Sterns clothing.man-
ufacturdr bn Liberty Street. ln 1927, they had a
son,  Rober t " ,  wh6 is  now deceased.  Af ter
Skyke 's  death,  she marr ied Ray Smal ley in
1 970.

Enjoys:  L iv ing by the lake '  Born by.Keuka
Lake, dhe has spent over 30 years looking. out
onto Seneca Lake. ln warm weather, she fixes
up her large porch with padded chairs and a
large porch swing. .  .

eic 'ame histoi ian: ln the early 1970s, and
has been busy with it ever since' She has been
research ing her  own fami ly  genealogy s ince
the 1950s and now enjoys helping others'

Honored:  She received the Arnold James
Brown Potter Award by the Yates County Ge-
nealogical and Historiial Society at its annual
dinnei in November for recognit ion of her un-
selfish work for the preservation and promotion
of local historY.

Baptist Church in Dresden'-e-eiongs 
to: The Dresden United Methodist

C[r*n,ilhere she is involved with the Fidelis
CiJi t ,  a group that meets social ly and orga-
ni="JiunO'-raiders for the church' She also is a
r"* f re t  o f  the JoHos Society  o f  Schuyler
County, a group of historians and genealogists'-nJul,iesj 

Knits, crochets and enjoys reading
nistorlcal novels or stories about people in the
B'bl;. Has uery little free time, however, with
her research work. KeePs a diarY'

On pt"serving histo.iy: "lt gives you a feel-
ino oi who vou 

-are'  
We weren't  just dropped

frdt", we have history behind us' lt seems that,
i f  vou don't  care where you came from, then
vou don't care about where the future ge-ler3-
iiont it" going to go' History brings stability'"

Have vou met is a weekly feature spotlighting a.n.
ui"i'i"lia"nt. tt you know'someone others would
O,i inteiested in ieading about, call (800) 388-4346
and ask for a news editor.


