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“A Very Grand Debut

. Excited townspeople, many of them dressed
in their Sunday best—high button shoes, straw
““skimmers,” - string "ties—jostled each other
good-naturedly as they peered down the track,
“waiting- for the first - sxgn of Dresden s first

“iron horse ” :

Hxstory drdn’t exactly record that scene,

»-but it-could. have: been:such a.gala occasion
“;.late in- November, -1877," when Lark No,'7, its." -

churning slowly *". pusher locomotives were kept at Dresden to.

+:seven-foof  drive - wheel .
~ rounded- that Jast bend for the run.into Dres-
. den.:. Of course, the big celebraticn:also might
v have come:on Dec,'4 when' the first. .passenger

*:train’arrived,, ‘but+each event was a cause for -

back-slappmg and’ congratulations. because the. tracks ‘
- completion of therails through Dresden was a“ ' s

httle doubtful for a- whlle

the;first: telegraph mstrument was set

;

plete the work ‘was awarded-to Gen. ‘George' s
Magee,«and he dxrected th 'work'to completlon.v "Brook'line about 1884, and m 1892 saxd Swann, :

! 3 rthe line‘was reorgamzed S
oughswork ‘on the statlon was' underway’ '

g ,:Penn Central
. storage

‘W histle Stops

loaded large quantities of watex on the
through locomotives, said ‘Swann. Seth Youngs,
one -of the early pump tenders, worked as a
pumper for 32 years.

At various times, from two to four Iarge

push the long freight trains headed south over: -

.-a steep grade. The turntable at Dresden was
-removed in April of 1903 when a ‘Y’ ‘was in-

stalled. south of the,vxllage to connect the‘--,

- About ‘10’ “years- - later the stauon was

moved 15" feet farther .away from the tracks,
Begun in; Apml 1876 the line’ whxch was- toy,

, extend from Geneva’ ‘to'Corning ran: into’ trous,
*ble"in the fall ‘and the original contractor was.
"dropped ‘Frank Swann .of Penn’ Yan, Yates
County* lnstorian, ‘says:.the” ‘contract to. com<

when "a*’'small.. add'txon was: built” and steam
heat and: electrxclty ere installed. -

+'The ‘original’ linetwas the: Syr: acuse Geneva,
and Corning Railroad, with the spur from Ge-
neva to-Lyons coniing later. Under direction of
the' Magee family, it became .part. of the Fall

“In-1909, the:Geneva,’ Cormng and Southern

vmerged several lines;’ and later the’ thre *'lmes
were leased to: the‘ New York Central '

* Though-the




